VARIATIONS AMONG CHOKE POINTS
One of the principal differences among choke points is that some represent narrow international waters, and others are oceanic in nature. Narrow waterways include canals and straits. There are only three important international canals-Suez, Panama, and Kiel, of which Kiel is of regional concern only. But there are over 250 international straits; that is, straits connecting two parts of the high seas, or of an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), with one another and used for international navigation.5 Most of these, however, would not, at this time, qualify as choke points.
Oceanic choke points include, first, offshore areas where navigation routes (or as some call them, Strategic Lines of Communication [SLOCS])
